
A few million of those, shall we say, 
from “internal” matters.  

NOVIKOV
Dissidents.

VIKTOR
Anyone who disagrees with the Kremlin is 
a dissident. But you already knew that. 

(He smiles wanly, lights the 
pipe)

Their new President Truman was not so 
accommodating to Comrade Stalin as FDR. 
When he let it be known that the 
Americans had developed a Super Weapon, 
Stalin saw it as a direct threat.

SHOTS OF THE ATOMIC BOMB AND THE WALKING DEAD AND 
WASTELANDS OF HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI. 

VIKTOR (CONT’D)
And so, after winning one war together, a 
new one between us begins. A cold one. 
And I, a brand new KGB officer, received 
my first assignment. Watching a union 
leader and sometime actor, in Hollywood. 

EXT. BOXING PALACE - DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES - NIGHT58 58

Reagan gets out of Bill Holden’s car out front. 

TITLE UP: LOS ANGELES, 1946

INT. BOXING PALACE - CONTINUOUS59 59

Full and angry house. But this is no championship bout of 
boxers. This is a Call to Arms Rally of Herb Sorrell’s 
CONFERENCE OF STUDIO UNIONS.

IN THE BACK - 

Reagan and Holden enter quietly. 

SORRELL
We’ll bring ‘em to the table, or bring 
‘em to their knees!! Let’s hear from 
SAG’s own Mr. Sterling Hayden!

The place goes wild as handsome Leading Man, STERLING 
HAYDEN approaches the microphone. Reagan is apoplectic.

REAGAN
Sterling? No...

VIKTOR (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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HAYDEN
The rights of the Working Man...

HOLDEN
Working man? We’re actors!

HAYDEN
It’s time for all of us to stand up and 
fight! Together! I call on my own union 
to join the CSU!

Reagan stares disbelieving at Holden, then surprises 
everyone by shouting out.

REAGAN
Mr. Hayden, will you yield the floor? 

All heads turn to the back of the room. 

HOLDEN
Ron, what the hell are you doing?

REAGAN
Sounds like you’re starting another war-- 
a war we can’t possibly win!

Cheers and jeers. Reagan steps up, talking to the actors, 
not Sorrell. 

REAGAN (CONT’D)
I work in this town, just like you, and I 
want to keep working in this town! I 
fight the studios every day, but we argue 
and bargain and find places to meet in 
the middle. I don’t want to destroy them! 
This isn’t about unity, folks. This is 
about power. Over you. 

SORRELL
This guy needs to shut up.

REAGAN
What these men won’t admit, is they have 
declared war. On you and me. They also 
won’t admit what they really want... is 
to take that power for themselves, and 
destroy everything we hold dear at the 
beck and call of Moscow, and Comrade 
Stalin himself! 

The place erupts in a furious frenzy. Chairs and punches 
fly, ANGRY MEN leap at Reagan and Holden. 

HOLDEN
We gotta get outta here!!!
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