
INT. TELEVISION STUDIO - NIGHT188 188

TITLE UP: OCTOBER 21, 1984

Reagan debates Walter Mondale. He leans in to hear a 
question from the MODERATOR. 

MODERATOR
You already are the oldest President in 
history and I recall in the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, President Kennedy had to stay up 
for days on end... Is there any doubt in 
your mind that you would be able to 
function under such circumstances? 

REAGAN
Not at all. And I want you to know, that 
I will not let age become an issue in 
this campaign. I am not going to exploit 
for political purposes... my opponent’s 
youth and inexperience. 

The Studio erupts in laughter and applause. Even Mondale 
shakes his head, chuckling. 

VIKTOR (V.O.)
With one sentence, he won his second term 
by the largest margin in their history... 
And he fixed his gaze on us.

EXT. WHITE HOUSE FORMAL ENTRANCE - DAY189 189

Reagan waits with Nancy as a limousine pulls through the 
gate, British flags flying. It stops at the curb, and 
British Prime Minister MARGARET THATCHER exits the car, 
greeted warmly by the President. Old friends. 

INT. OVAL OFFICE - LATER190 190

Thatcher puts her teacup down.

THATCHER
I can’t sell this to the British people. 
And the Europeans will never go along.  

REAGAN
But you agree with it. In principle.

THATCHER
It looks like you’re picking a fight. 

REAGAN
No. But I’m not afraid of one.
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THATCHER
And to think Mitterand and Schmidt call 
you a “dangerous cowboy”. 

REAGAN
Maggie, You’re making a deal with the 
devil. And you know it. 

THATCHER
We are starving for energy. We’ve got to 
get it somewhere. And we can’t afford 
what we’ve been paying. 

REAGAN
So you pay the Soviet Union? Where do you 
think that money’s gonna go? Probably 
into a missile pointed right at you. 

THATCHER
Being shot has not diminished your gift 
for understatement I see. 

(She sips her tea)
Ron, I do agree with you in principle. 
But the Siberian Pipeline means cheap 
energy and jobs. Britain needs both. 

REAGAN
But they’re making you dependent on them. 

THATCHER
They have never been stronger. And we 
have never been weaker. 

REAGAN
Those days are ending fast. 

THATCHER
Now you sound like the cowboy. Give me an 
alternative, Mister President. 

REAGAN
The Saudis. They’ve agreed to freezing 
their oil prices for us. We just have to 
buy from them, not the Russians. And get 
our friends to go along.

A beat. She thinks, and smiles. 

THATCHER
Mr. Brezhnev will not like this. 

REAGAN
No, I don’t imagine he will. 
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THATCHER
You’re taking them on. As all of Europe 
has feared you would.

REAGAN
They can’t fight if they’re broke. 

THATCHER
What is your outcome here, Ron? Really.

REAGAN
(powerfully)

We win. They lose. 

INT. OVAL OFFICE - DAYS LATER191 191

Casey, Poindexter, Clark and Deaver huddle with Reagan. 

VIKTOR (V.O.)
There was a dirty little secret that no-
one knew but us, and our esteemed 
colleagues at CIA. We weren’t stronger 
than ever. We were starving and desperate 
for money ourselves. And our so-called 
advanced technology? Utter fiction.

SHOTS of Container ships unloading equipment, with CIA 
and KGB types making deals among the longshoremen.  

VIKTOR
KGB was not only stealing the technology, 
we were building the thing with parts 
from the Alaska Pipeline’s black market. 

SHOTS OF Pipe sections not fitting together, support 
structures COLLAPSING. SOVIET PETRO-ENGINEERS bang on 
their frozen monitors. 

VIKTOR (V.O.) (CONT’D)
Supposing those parts started turning up 
faulty? Or computer programs embedded 
with time-delayed viruses?

SPECTACULAR PIPELINE EXPLOSIONS on the Siberian tundra. 

VIKTOR (V.O.)
What could we do? Complain the technology 
we stole didn’t work right? It was a 
master stroke. And it was proof positive, 
not only were we not dealing with an 
“amiable dunce” as one of his critics 
called him. The Crusader’s war had begun. 
Even as we buried another leader, and 
elected another. A younger one. Who saw 
the writing on the wall.  
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