
EXT. THE ROCK RIVER - SEVEN YEARS LATER24 24

EIGHTEEN YEAR-OLD DUTCH REAGAN emerges from the water on 
a summer day. A powerfully built, handsome young man now, 
wearing a dark singlet that reads LIFEGUARD. 

TITLE UP: SUMMER, 1929. 

Dutch steps out of the water, toweling off next to MUGS 
(18 now, as well). Lovely, and lively. Deep in her book. 

DUTCH
You know, Mugs-- 

MUGS
Shhh. This is the good part. 

DUTCH
What do you call this?

He flexes like a bodybuilder. A GAGGLE OF YOUNG GIRLS 
ogle him posing down. Mugs roll her eyes, bored. 

DUTCH (CONT’D)
Fine. Read your book then. 

Dutch grabs his whistle, cap and glasses from atop a 
petrified log. Then goes to work watching over the 
swimmers in the deceptively peaceful-looking river. 

EXT. THE BEACH - HALF HOUR LATER25 25

Dutch blows his whistle.

DUTCH
Hey kids. That’s too far. Away from the 
rope!

And Dutch’s eyes narrow... He sees something. A strange 
SPLASH outside the rope. A head pops up, makes a GURGLING 
SOUND, then disappears immediately. 

Glasses and cap fly off, Dutch sprints to the water’s 
edge, and DIVES IN. Up and stroking like Michael Phelps 
in a second. He swims powerfully to the restraining rope, 
duck-dives under, and--

GRABS A CHOKING MIDDLE AGED MAN’S flailing arm, as he 
sinks down for the last time. They break the surface. The 
man GASPS wildly, continuing to fight. 

DUTCH (CONT’D)
I’ve got you! Just hold on!
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But the man won’t. Panicked, he fights. Starts to pull 
Dutch under, until Dutch can work his right arm free... 
And grabs him in a powerful grip. He strokes powerfully 
with his free arm, carrying him back to the beach. 

The man collapses on the sand, coughing violently. Every 
eye here is on him.  

THE BAIRD *
What the hell were you doing? I was FINE!
I didn’t need any help. You trying to 
make a fool outta me? 

Wobbly, the man stalks off to the changing rooms. Dutch 
shakes it off, ignoring the stares. He takes a pocket 
knife out of his backpack and carves a notch in the log.

CU: THE LOG: Thirty notches already. Dutch’s rescues. 

EXT. DIXON STREET - NIGHT26 26

Dutch and Mugs walk home from the beach. 

MUGS
You save a man’s life and he cusses you 
out. 

DUTCH
Happens all the time. They don’t know 
they’re in trouble till it’s too late.  

MUGS
The least he could do is say thanks. 

DUTCH
It’s embarrassing, I guess. What do you 
say we get a soda after church tomorrow? 

MUGS
Can’t. Dad’s invited another political 
refugee for Sunday dinner. Please come. 
Besides, Dad loves you.

He grabs her arm, and spins her to him. Steals a kiss. 

DUTCH
Well, what about you?

MUGS
Dad loves you. 

She giggles and runs away, and he gives chase. Finally 
catching her, and stealing another one. 
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